Oxford and its Story

and chambers for his two travelling Fellows," whom
he endowed. The RadclifFe Quadrangle1 com-
memorates his benefaction to his College; the Rad-
clifFe Infirmary (Woodstock Road, 1770), the Rad-
clifFe Observatory, built 1772-1795,00 a site jjiven
by George, Duke of Marlborough; and last, but not
least, the RadclifFe Library, or, as it is more usually
termed, the Camera Bodleiana (James Gibbs, architect*
1737-1749), stand forth in the city as the noble
monuments of his intelligent munificence*

The magnificent dome of the latter forms one of
the most striking features among Oxford buildings.2

Neither the University of Oxford nor University
College can justly claim to be connected with the
name of Alfred the Great. But there are relics of
Alfred and Alfred's time preserved at Oxford which
should be of interest to the visitor. In the Bodleian
may be seen certain coins which have led historians
to assume that Alfred set up a mint at Oxford, and
to argue from this supposed fact that his rule was
firmly established over Mercia. The coins in question,

built from designs by Sir Charles Barry. Of late years No.
85 High Street has been gradually absorbed into the range
of the College buildings, and may perhaps form the begin-
ning of a third and twentieth century Quadrangle.

1 In a niche over the gateway, the Doctor is represented
holding in his hand the staff of ^Esculapius.

2  A portrait of Dr RadclifFe, by Sir  Godfrey  Kneller,
hangs over the doorway.    The building was used at first
to  house works on Natural History, Physical Science and
Medicine, for it was RadclifFe's object to encourage these
studies.    The Library was therefore known as the Physic
Library.    This has been removed to the University Museum,
and the Camera is now used as a reading-room in connection
with the Bodleian.    It is open for the use of students daily
from ten to ten.    Visitors to Oxford are recommended to
climb to the roof and obtain the magnificent panoramic view
of the city and neighbourhood which it commands,